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20th Annual Meeting of Members
May 14, 2025 at 7:00 PM EST
Hybrid Meeting

Meeting Minutes


1. Call to Order by Chair
Kirsten called the meeting at 7:03 p.m.
2. Land Acknowledgement
Marcia Yale shared a personal land acknowledgment.
3. Greetings / Attendees 
Virtual: Adam Cohoon, Dianne Wintermute, Mah-E-Leqa Jadgal, Kate Tutu, Cheryl Stacey, Alexis Buettgen, Linda Hunt, Heather Willis, Catherine Steele, Gemma Halstead, Richard Belzile, Ryley Hlady, Nancy Gill, Swaraj Bhowmick, Joan Jenkins, Kate Chung, Lindsay Hovermale and Magali Goblot.
In-person: Kirsten Doyle, Pat Seed, Debbie Gammond, Jayal Chung, Marcia Yale, Liisa, Tracy, Jenny and Dominic Pasqualino.
4. Greetings and Congratulations from Thunder Bay
Councilor Dominic Pasqualino shared greetings and words of congratulations from Thunder Bay Mayor, Ken Boshcoff. Councilor Dominic also shared congratulations and acknowledgment of the work that the organization does for the disabled community.
5. Appointment of Secretary 
Moved by Pat Seed, seconded by Mah-E-Leqa to appoint Kate Tutu as Recording Secretary of the Annual General Meeting. CARRIED.
6. Guest Speaker: Pat Seed “Celebrating 20 Years of CWDO: Reflecting on Our Past, Shaping Our Future”
Kirsten introduced Pat Seed, one of the longest standing members on the board. Kirsten shared that Pat will be giving the audience a history of CWDO past and present.
Pat shared that she was born totally blind from birth, and originally used a white cane for mobility, but she has been traveling with guide dogs at her side since November of 1996. She also was employed as the Information and Referral Coordinator of the Thunder Bay Independent Living Resource Centre for seven and a half years. Pat began her Professional volunteering career for non-profit organizations, her Parish church, and other organizations in 1980. Pat shared she still volunteers today as a consultant and resource person in many areas for various organizations. Pat was a member of the Steering and Logistics Committee for the Thunder Bay Leadership Forum 2007, is a member of the Business Women’s Network of Thunder Bay, and many other organizations.
Pat acknowledged a longstanding member of the board, Tracy Odell, noting her instrumental efforts in growing the organization and supporting it over the last 20 years.
Pat shared the organization's foundation and origins; when it was created by Stefanie Marinich, Domenic Fragale and Udo Franz May 10th, 2005. Pat went over the accomplishments that the organization achieved from 2007 to 2020 including the multiple collaborations with government institutions, other organizations, legislation and budget impacts, consultations, etc. Pat provided an overview of the accomplishments over the last 5 years noting our development of the new membership database and website,  increased youth involvement, increased public profile, developed social media pages, increased contact with MPs and MPPs and building strategic alliances with other organizations.
Pat signed off with exclaiming the hope to continue looking forward and to continue growing as an organization for another 20 years. 
7. Approval of AGM Minutes - May 22, 2024
Moved by Kate Tutu, seconded by Heather Willis to approve the minutes of the May 22, 2024 AGM. CARRIED.
8. Matters Arising From the 2024 Minutes
NIL.
9. President’s Report on CWDO’s Accomplishments 
Kirsten gave a quick overview of the activities that Board members have worked on. She noted the excellent ongoing work on the Attendant Services Action group, student internship work on a project on Climate Change, its impact on persons with disabilities, and how we can drive policies, laws and programs that impact us. Additionally, the continued work on developing a new website and advocating the threat of e-scooters to pedestrian safety.
10. [bookmark: _heading=h.gjdgxs]Financial Statements 
[bookmark: _heading=h.qsg0zf4928lj]Linda Hunt reviewed the CWDO financial activity as outlined in her report. Our financial health as an organization has been negative in 2024.
[bookmark: _heading=h.qsg0zf4928lj]Moved by Linda Hunt, seconded by Kate Tutu to approve the CWDO’s Financial Statement for January 1st - December 31st as presented. CARRIED.
11. Report of the Nomination Committee
Kirsten Doyle reported on behalf of the Nomination Committee. Kate noted Tracy and Alexis are stepping down, leaving four vacancies. 
Adam Cahoon, Kirsten Doyle, Pat Seed and Kate Tutu are standing for re-election.
Appointment of Scrutineer - none needed
12. Election of Directors
The Chairperson called three times for nominations from the floor. There were no nominations from the floor. 
There was one prior nomination, from Heather Willis, for Swaraj Bhowmick to be a member. Swaraj shared his education, activist background and his reasons for wanting to be a member of the organization. 
Moved by Kirsten Doyle, seconded by Kate Tutu to re-elect Adam Cahoon, Kirsten Doyle, Pat Seed, Kate Tutu and Swaraj Bhowmick as Directors on CWDO for a 3-year term. CARRIED.

13. Conclusion of Meeting
Kirsten thanked the guests and members for attending the Annual General Meeting.
Marcia Yale shared thoughts on advocacy, likening advocacy to a baby who does not give up. Marcia referenced the AEBC's Self-Advocacy Guide to support individuals advocacy efforts. 
A member of HAGIE shared the Challenges of recruitment and the importance of recruiting more members in the fight for advocacy. 
Pat Shared her thanks to Dave Shannon, CSI North West, AEBC,  New Society Institute and Jayal Chung  for the support  to deliver the AGM and AccessAbility Week events for
With no further business, Kirsten moved to adjourn the meeting at 8:08 pm.


Note: Election of Officers will follow at the next meeting of the board.
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